
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1808.] 



Tahle-Tdk. 



249 



any act of violence, they suffered liim 
unrestrained to indulge his misery. 
For several weeks he thus continued 
alternately melancholy or outrageous, 
until one night in the latter end of July, 
when the neighbouring cottagers were 
awakened by the loudness and liorror 
of his shrieks. For a while they con- 
tinued violent, then grew fainter, and 
at length ^unk in total silence. Early 
the lollowuig morning a hsherman arose 
to examine a kelp-kiln which he had 
lit the night beiore, w hen the shocking 
spectacle of the half-consumed maniac 
met hissiglit. 'I'he wretched sufferer, 
while wandering on the projecting ledge 
of a steep cliff, had missed his footing, 
tumbled down the precipice, and roll- 
ed Into the blazing kiln, which burned 
at the base of the rock ! His mutilated 
remains weie ejivcloped in a piece of 
sail-cloth, and buried in a little green 
recess at tiie foot of the precipice from 
which he fell. Ihe verdure of this 
spot is rendered more lively by being 
contrasted witli the grey tints of the 
surroundmg rocks ; it is adorned by sea 
piiiks and othei' marine tlo»vers, and on 
no part of the romantic shores of An- 
trini does the traveller of taste* feel 
emotions more varied, or sensations 
inore interesting, than on the spot 
where heaves the Madman's Grave. 
BuUijcasik. L. 

For the Selfiml Mrnlhbj Magazine. 

OBSERVATIONS ON Til :■: LINEN LAWS. 

IT is observed in the Commercial 
Report of November, that the quan- 
tity of coai'se linens brought to Dub- 
lin for sale in tiie preceding month 
was not large. 

It is to be feared the quantity will 
be less in a short time, which is prin- 
cipally occasioned by the deficiency 
of the linen laws ; every person must 
be astonished when he knows that a 
piece of linen can be forfeited for be- 
ing forestalled ; yet the law suffers 
flax-seed to be 'bought up -by the 
opulent, and held over for a high 
price, as was the rase last- Spring; 
that alone has had a material effect 
in making the linen scarce. Many 
of the farmers, and more of the low- 

"* Should j«i/i « trnvel/er happen to meet 
tlii-i account, .and wish to visit the spot 
it romnieinorotes, it will be sliown him by 
any of the cottagers, at Ballycastle-qnay, 
on incjuifing for FoiC-na-Gree. 



er classes were led to believe that 
seed would not be had at any price; 
consequently part of the lands usually 
left for that crop, were sown with o- 
ther seeds ; it followed that a quantity 
of flax-seed was left unused. 

If the spirit of monopolizing had 
stopt there, it would not have had 
so material an effect as was general- 
ly thought, great quantities of old 
flax, being in the country; but a num- 
ber of avaricious men have stept for- 
ward and raisetl the raw niaterial to 
so great a height, that the poor and 
industrious can have little for their 
labour; and those unfeeling people 
(they cannot be otherwise termed) 
very industriously report that it has 
been shipped to England, &c, for the 
vile purpose of raising it yet higher. 

It is to be hoped the linen-board 
will take this case into consideration, 
and make a law as much in favour 
of the poor spinner, as they have 
done for the linen buyer, who is very 
active in having any forestalling of 
linen punished, yet can overlook the 
practice of hoarding up flax. Gen- 
tlemen of landed property in the 
North of Ireland, would lind it their 
interest to put a slop to the practice 
of forestalling flax or flax-seed (if 
possible) as it is bj the proiits of 
the linen manufacture, their rents are 
chiefly paid. 

A Friend to the I.inen 'I'kade. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

TABLK-TALK. 

(Continued J'rom Faga \9b, No. III. 

AS Mr. and Mrs. Kevel are per- 
sonages of some importance, and 
the notion of the conrersuzzintie ori- 
ginated with them, a formal annun- 
ciation of them was needful. The 
other characters will unfold them- 
selves sufficiently in the course of the 
convei-sations, with the exception of 
Dr. Sowerby, whose peculiarities re- 
qjiire some explanatory introduction. 
He had in early youth been remark- 
able for unbounded inquisitiveness of 
temper: this is a disposition, which 
in cliildren, afi'ords the doatiug jiarents 
great delight, and when the little dears 
can tell tales of the servants, and lit- 
tle master can pry abroad, and pick 
up stories for home, (he hearts of 
pappa and mamma are enchanted. 
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The Dr's parents, however, thought 
latlier dilfeiently, not that they eii- 
deavoiiied to suppress, but to direct 
this disposition. They conceived, and 
perhaps not unjustly, that such a tem- 
l)er properly directed, might lead to 
desirable attainments ; they therefore 
substituted instructive toys, for the 
comraoi) run of foolish ones ; in the 
choice of books, they were rigid in 
banishing from his little library, the 
celebrated stories of Cinderilla, the 
Good Little Boy that grew to be a 
rich man, and rode in his own coach, 
&c. and they endeavoured to procure 
for him siicli, as while they amused, 
would also instruct : and as they did 
not approve of (he general strain 
of the thing called morality, with 
which such books as the above are 
stuffed, they were attentive to cJioose 
books of travels, or the lives of remark- 
able persons, written in a familiar 
style. In conversation with him they 
ciieerfuUy and with readiness answer- 
ed the questions he asked, treating 
him with attentive confidence ; and 
by directing his inquiries, and in- 
forming him according to his degree 
of apprehension, lliey anticipated the 
iiistruction, that others gain from cx- 
jierience or study ; so that while they 
are commencing an acquaintance with 
the lirst princijjles of general know- 
ledge, he had begun to reason 
from them. Hence, without remark- 
able talents he made an early progress : 
when put to the dilferenl studies in 
a young man's course of education, 
he escajjed all the disgust of bend- 
ing his mind to a new course of ideas, 
and his acquaintance with the subject 
he began, Uiough not profound, was 
suflicient to make his entrance easy, 
and his continuance pleasant. In the 
management of his feelings, his parents 
do not seem to have been equally 
judicious: he showed a great sensibili- 
ty of disposition which they rather 
taught him to cherish, than correct. 
We may lament over this error in 
them, while it will, it is hoped, be 
admitted in some measure as an ex- 
cuse, that theseasibility they cherished 
in him was that genuine feeling, which 
almost instinctively melts the heart 
of other's woe : wFiich will not turn 
aside from the pathetic application 
of silent misery, while the mimic of 
this amiable quality would shed tears 



Over the fate of a self-ruined heroine 
of romance, and so exhaust its feel- 
ings foisooth, as to have none to 
bestow on real objects. In him the 
sight of misery, and the wish to re- 
lieve, were simultaneous ; nor were 
his wishes contined to mere expres- 
sions ; they were the source of kind- 
nesses unnumbered, dealt to the 
widow and the or|5han ; the recollec- 
tion of which, often softened the pain 
he felt, when " back-glancing memo- 
ry" presented in iresh woe, the re- 
trospect of miseries, through which 
he had,, hardly struggled, and which 
in the solitnii'e of his closet, lie of- 
ten and invoiunlariiy contemplated. 
That he liad sniTered tiuis, is no im- 
peachment of tlie conduct of his pa- 
rents ; but the keen anguish which 
reniained, the vivid remembrance of 
the past, the exacerbation of his spi- 
rit, which however showed itself but 
in words ; these prove the danger, 
as well as iinkindness of that system, 
w'hich converts a man into a ma- 
chine to be wound up by his feelings. 

Doctor Sowerby was possessed of 
sound sense and acute discernment, re- 
tined by literature ; he devoted himself 
to tlie study of medicine; a study, 
which, it might be thought, would be 
repugnant to feelings like his; it would 
have been so, had his sensibility been 
centered in self, but he would not flee 
from a wretched object, and deny the 
help he could extend, because his feel- 
ings were unable to behold such a 
wretched sight. His feeling was for 
otheis, and lie therefore devoted hiui- 
self to that profession. It might have 
been expected, that the degree of in- 
tercourse he had w ith the variety of 
characters to be met with at the univer- 
sity, would have aided his natural good 
sense in correcting the anticipating 
sensibility imbibed under the parental 
care, anil have served as a corrective 
preparatory to his entrance on the great 
stage of the world ; but the impression 
was too deep, and lie remained, even 
after the suHerings and experience of a, 
long life, singular in liis character from 
the bias it impressed on him. 

To those, who knew him, he was an 
object of affection and respect : at his 
entrance, the smile of welcome light- 
ed up the countenances of the master 
and mistress: the children wereanxir 
ous to groud about him.. ..they shook 
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vp the cushion.. ..placed the arm-chair 
near tlie fire, and with zealous readi- 
ness took charge of his great coat, hat, 
and cane. To strangers he appeared 
stern and morose : depravity, whether 
titled or plebeian, had his indignant 
denunciation : in his philippics against 
the wickedness of man (and anger 
sometimes made him eloquent) he 
would urge the utmost punishm,ent 
against a crime which the law awarded : 
but should the wretch, whom, when 
absent, hewould thus sternly dejiounce, 
appear in sorrow or distress to plead 
his misery, and implore an aid, wrath 
was fled, the crimina/ was lost in the 
suflerer, and the Doctor's \itmost 
strength was exerted in his service. 

With such feelings and such a line of 
conduct the Doctor was not qualified 
to make friends. He could not curb 
his displeasure at tlie defamation and 
scandal which rang in his ears at every 
party, nor could he iiidiscrimi;iately 
bestow his smile on worth and villainy ; 
no better guide could be required to 
the estimate of character in a fashion- 
able assembly, than his coimtenaiice. 
The chill of displeasure, or the warm 
sniile of approbation was seen in his 
speaking visage, according to the per- 
sons who addressed him ; and he scru- 
pled not openly to express his disap- 
probation of what, he thought, was 
wrong. Tliis, most of my readers, 
especially those of the favoured sex, 
will condemn ; and certainly to judge 
of him by the rules of politeness, aad 
(so termed) good manners, which now 
guide society, would be to expose him 
to certain censure. He would be found 
to transgress against the fundamental 
rule of politeness, which enjoins amiJes 
and bows, and complaisance for all, 
and scouts, as gothic, the notion of 
discriminating in Ithe choice of guests 
by internal worth. As to that maxim, 
which confers on the fair sex the royal 
privilege, that a lady can do no wrong, 
this he could not comprehend, for, as 
he often expressed himself, affectation, 
vanity, nonsense and slander did not 
seem to him the less so, bircause they 
were in the female character : he al- 
lowed, he said, the power of beauty, 
in giving additional lustre to virtue; 
but, in his idea, it only rendered folly 
more ridiculous, and vice more detes- 
table by the contrast. 

With such opinions it is uatural to 



expect, that he should be voted a horrid 
bort: the ladies could not bear his 
preachmeats, and the gentlemen found 
fault with his free condemnation of 
t heir abuse of time. With Mr. and 
Mrs. Revel he was always at ease ; 
their intelligent, refined minds prized 
tlie subjects he discussed, and his en- 
lightened manner of treating them ; 
while Iheir benevolence made due al- 
lowance for the peculiarity of his beha- 
viour. 

EVENING FIRST. 

On one of those evenings of ra- 
tional entertainment in which they 
so much delighted, tlie low state of 
conversation in this country, and its 
pitiful substitutes, cards, scandal, or 
tiie bottle, was mentioned as matter 
both of surprise and regret. " Why," 
said Mr. Bevel, " should it be, that 
while the French and Italians have had 
tlie good sense to carry to perfection 
this rational and pleasing improvement 
of timp, we should be sd far behind? 
When we consider the incalculable va- 
lueof time, wesliould be careful in the 
husbanding of it. Nulla dies absque 
linea should be our motto, and the in- 
tercourse of polite people in society is, 
in my mind, permissibJe only when the 
time of meeting is devoted to the dis- 
cussion of some useful topic. So 
strongly am I impressed with this con- 
viction, that I would deny myself the 
pleasure I find in meetings like the 
present, only that, thanks to Dr. 
Sowerhy and my other good friends 
here, I think, I reap advantage from 
them." 

Dr. Sowerby....Sir, I have often con- 
templated this matter, and have felt si- 
milar regret. The character of the 
Irish people now ranks high, we have 
becoivie known, and have proved our 
value by our rise in the estimation of 
other nations. John Bull himself, has 
been compelled, however reluctantly, 
to admit, we possess some wit, some 
talent, some genius ; indeed lie could 
not deny this with a good grace, when 
be considers, that his own affairs have 
been in a good measure conducted by 
Irishmen. And I cannot help saying 
I feel pleasure, as an Irishman, in ha- 
ving lived to see the* slander of that 

* From thy Bceotia though her power 

retires, 
Mourn not, my S»ift, at ought o«r realm 
»0<iuires, bvkciad,-!. 2,>. 



252 



Table-Talt: 



[Dec. 



licensed libeller, Pope, so completely 

proved a mere slander. 

I am gratified at seeing just homage 
paid to the merits of my countrymen 
in literature ami arms. Yet this only 
makes me the more displeased with 
the present state of.. .no conversation, I 
must call it. Whenever I pay a visit, 
my spirits are fairly jaded with listen- 
ing to the fashionable jargon : I seldom 
understand what I hear, and often f 
fruitlessly endeavour to unravel the 
mystery, when I have made the need- 
ful inquiries I find it to be some non- 
sense, not worth the listening to. 

Mrs. llevel....! fear Dr. I shall be 
accused of giving up the cause of my 
sex : but truth will prevail, and I am 
compelled to acknowledge their share 
of the charge ; yet, may not some 
of the blame fall upon the lords of 
the creation? If a lady shows a de- 
sire for information, or any actual 
attainments of a literary- nature, in- 
stantly tliere is as great an outcry 
raised against her by the gentlemen, 
as by the fair traders, against the inter- 
loper. And when the hue-and-cry, 
is fairly a-foot, the poor being is like 
the bat in the fable, denied by both 
parties, and forced to dwell by her- 
self ; this will be her fate, if she were 
as beautiful as Miss H****. Now 
Dr. you know admiration is gratify- 
ing to any of us, and can you ex- 
pect a beaudful young woman will 
qualify herself by informing her mind, 
to become a perfect (rorgon among 
the young men, when she finds igno- 
rance and folly, under the name of 
simplicity, will recommen<l her strong- 
ly. \V hether similarity of dispositions 
and accomplishment:; be attractive 
or not, I shall not pronounce, but 
this case, which daily takes place, 
seems to warrant the idea. 

Mr.T{ (smiling.) My dear, you 

seem inclined to be severe. 

Who knows how long thy transmigratir)g 

soul. 
Might from Uceotian to Boeottan roll. 

UBHeiAE, III. *i9. 

St'bjo/n^d to tvhtck is the foiiinciig ^ote, 
IJreotia lay iindei' the ridioulc of the 
wits fornif-rly, as Ireland does at present, 
though it pio{]ticerl one of the greati^st 
Poets, and one of the greatest Generals 
•f Greece. 

B<«otam crasso jurares aere nalum. 

UOK. 



Mrs. R... Pardon me, I wish to be 
just, I am fully sensible, not only of 
the defects, but of tlie vices of con- 
versation ; I wish for improvement, 
and I have endeavoured to hint 
where I think the reform should heghi. 
Dr. S....You are perfectly riglif, 
my dear Madam. Frequently, when 
1 have seen the pretty creatures 
showing their white teeth, using those 
gestures t/iat would beat display 3 
nne arm, a neck, and setting them- 
selves oft' voluntarily, as the slaves 
in Turkey do, at the order of their 
master, when he puts them througli 
their paces before the expected pur- 
chaser, I have felt my pity for them 
almost swell to tears. Need I say, 
my indignation has been equally ex- 
cited on the other hand, when I 
considei'ed the conduct of their male 
attendants. They whiflle about, talk 
nonsense, grin, and if they show any 
energy, it is only when they set their 
faces against any useful coversatiori. 
Females are accustomedto look to men 
as their superiors in information and 
understanding, and they will natu- 
rally think that right, which men ap- 
prove. The blame, and a deep one, 
therefore, must justly rest itself, with its 
load of infamy on the male character. 
Mr. R....My sentiments are so 
much in unison with your's Dr. on 
this subject.j that as Mrs. Revel has, 
in the name of her sex, pleaded guilty, 
so shall I as tlie representative of 
ours. But yet. Dr. may not this mat- 
ter be carried too far ? It would be 
exceedingly difficult, perhaps impos- 
sible, to ascertain with which party 
this grievous blemish has originated ; 
but we must all agree that the evil 
exists, and that the present prevail- 
ing notions, contribute to continue its 
existence ; must we not also agree, 
in this, tliat though men arc severe- 
ly reprehensible for the unmanly way 
in which they endeavour to rivet the 
bonds of ignorance and worthless- 
ness on the female character, the 
females are equally so, who as mo- 
thers and instructresses exert them- 
selves to debase the mind of the pu- 
pil by directing its powers to tlie 
acquisition of things they call acconi' 
plishmenis, wliich the reasoning mind 
will denoniinafe, in this use of them, 
jnerc bails for scnsiiiility ? 

I'fo he CoHt'ruied.) 



